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Asian Gypsy Moth

Your teacher will provide you with an information sheet about the
Asian gypsy moth. Read the information, and then answer the
questions on the worksheet provided by your teacher.




Read the passage below, then answer the questions.
Asian Gypsy Moth

The Asian gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar) is native to China, Russia, Korea, and Japan. The moth is invasive in North America. It was first discovered in North America in 1991 in British Columbia. Scientists believe it arrived on shipping containers from Russia. 

If the female moths lay eggs on the contents of shipping containers or on the containers themselves and the eggs hatch after the shipment reaches North America, the larvae, blown by the wind, find trees or other plants on which to live. They consume the leaves. When the larvae metamorphose into moths, a population can take hold and reproduce in the new location. Scientists are concerned by the amount of damage the Asian gypsy moth could cause if efforts to control its presence are not successful. A female moth can lay up to 1000 eggs that hatch into hungry caterpillars that can feed on the leaves of hundreds of species of trees and shrubs. 

Trees attacked by Asian gypsy moth caterpillars may die if the caterpillars eat too many leaves. Caterpillar damage may also make trees more susceptible to disease or other insect pests. The habitats of birds and mammals are also affected if trees lose their leaves due to Asian gypsy moth caterpillars. 

In British Columbia, management of the gypsy moth consists of three-part approach. The first is prevention. Inspecting shipping containers for evidence of gypsy moths helps prevent them from entering the area to begin with. The second part focuses on monitoring areas for gypsy moths. The third part deals with treatment of areas in which gypsy moths are found. Treatment usually involves spraying a population to eradicate it as quickly as possible. 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency has also asked the public to notify them if they see an Asian gypsy moth in any life stage. The Invasive Species Council of British Columbia has also asked people not to move firewood. Moving firewood that is infested with an invasive species transports the invasive species to a new area as well. 
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Questions:

1. How could the Asian gypsy moth affect an ecosystem? Include at least one effect not discussed in the passage. 

	


2. What are the key points of the management plan for the Asian gypsy moth in British Columbia?

	


3. What could you do to help prevent the Asian gypsy moth from invading your local area?

	


4. How could you find out more about the impact of invasive species in your area? 

	


	[image: image2.jpg]


68
 MHR • 2010 978-0-07-072367-2 
	Copyright © 2010, McGraw-Hill Ryerson Limited.

Permission to reproduce this page is granted to the purchaser for use in her/his classroom only.


	BC Science Connections 10 Blackline Master

© 2018
	


                                                                                                                                                                              [image: image2.jpg]

[image: image3.png]


